Development of a program for neonatal intensive care units managed by neonatal nurse practitioners.
Because of reduced medical coverage and changing educational experiences of the pediatric residents, the Department of Nursing Practice at the University of Utah Hospital in collaboration with the Department of Patient Care Services at Primary Children's Medical Center seized the opportunity to develop a nurse-managed patient care service within two tertiary-level nurseries in the State of Utah. Collaboration with nursing administrators and practitioners in both sites yielded joint plans for a successful NNP program. Initial efforts were to fund jointly and support the College of Nursing to develop an educational program, whereas the clinical program was developed before the reduction in medical coverage. Many issues were addressed because of the multidisciplinary and multi-institutional nature of the program. Work is ongoing in the recruitment of students and NNPs, development and review of clinical practice, and endorsement and privileging considerations.